40        UNDER FOUR ADMINISTRATIONS
August Belmont, Sr., as chairman, presided, anc secretary, presented the resolutions. We had invit most prominent speakers we could get, and theri Henry Ward Beecher, Daniel Dougherty of Philadi Algernon S. Sullivan, among others. I distinctly a humorous and cryptic remark of Beecher's a that day: "If the chair is too small, make it larg referring to Cleveland's avoirdupois and the claim t did not fit in the presidential chair. The note of v and the determination to stand by that victory costs, had a reassuring effect throughout the cour When the campaign was over I was told by a ber of the National Committee that if there wi political office to which I aspired, the Committee be glad to further any ambition I might have; replied my only wish was that Cleveland live up political principles which had brought him the s' of so many independent or "mugwump" voters made possible his election.
During the winter of 1883-84 the Young Men brew Association invited me to speak in their coi lectures. I was to choose my own subject. Th< hired Chickering Hall, at Fifth Avenue and Fil Street, a large lecture hall in those days, and as importance was being attached to the occasion I rally put my best foot forward in the preparation material. I chose as my theme "The Origin of t] publican Form of Government." In it I traced t of democracy, in contradistinction to monarchy the Hebrew Commonwealth as expounded in tl Testament and interpreted by the early Puritans < England, especially in their "election sermons," were of a politico-religious character and were de the Democrats of holding back returns.
